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1. Introduction

1.1 OVERVI EW

TheLos Angeles Unified Schdaistrict (LAUSDor Distric) is proposing a comprehensive modernization
of John F. Kennedy High Schdokated a11254 Gothic Avenu€ity of Los AngelesLos Angeles County,
CaliforniaComprehensiviglodernizatiorProjecs ae designed to address the most critical physexdof

the building and grounds BAUSD campuses. Specificathe John F. Kennedy High Schom@mpus
(Kennedy HS orCampus)Comprehensive Modernization Project (Projectildw include building
replacema, renovation, modernization, and reconfigurafibaproposedProjectis required to undergo an
environmental review pursuant to the California Environmental Quali(CEQA) This Initial Sudy
provides an evaluation of the potential environmems¢goences associated with this progersgeict

1.2 BACKGROUND

On July 31, 2008, the LAUSD Board of Education (BOE) adopted a Resolution Ordering an Election and
Establishing Specifications of the Election Order for the purpose of placing Measure oral®ndi

measure, on the November election ballot to fund the renovation, modernization, construction, and expansion
of school facilities. On November 4, 2008, the bond passed. The nationwide economic downturn in 2009
resulted in a decline in assesdedtian of real property, which restricted the District's ability to issue Measure

Q bonds and the remaining unissued Measures R and Y funds. Once assessed valuation improved, the BOE
could authorize the issuance of bond fénds.

On December 10, 2013, thistict refined their School Upgrade Program (SUP) to reflect the intent and objectives
of Measure Q as well as the updated needs of District school facilities and educatiBeélgealduly 2013

and November 2015, the SUP was analyzed under CEgA itriaProgramEnvironmental mpactReport
(ProgranEIR). On November 10, 2015, the BOE certified the Final SUP Program EIR.

On Decembet 3 205, the BOE approved therojectdefinition for theproposedProjecto provide facilities
that are safeesure, and better aligned with the current instructional program. The gropestésidesigned

to address the most critical physical concerns of the building and groun@amiptreewhile providing
renovations, modernizations, and reconfiguratiogealed.On September 18, 2018, the BOE was informed
that Facility Services Division had refined the scope for the 11 school sites, KecindohgHs.

1 LAUSD. Board of Education Report. Report. 13/14 ed. Vol. 143. Los Angeles, CA: LAUSD, 2013.

2 LAUSD.Board of Education Report. Report. 13/14 ed. Vol. 143. Los Angeles, CA: LAUSD, 2013.

3  LAUSD. LAUSD Board of Education RepdarAUSD Regular Meeting Stamped Order Of Business. Report. 15/16 ed. Vol.
159. Los Angeles, CA: LAUSD, 2015.

4 LAUSD. LAUSD Bard of Education Repemendment to the Facilities Services Division Strategic Execution Plan to Approve
Project Definitions for 11 Comprehensive Modernization Project. Report. 16/17 ed. Vol. 205. Los Angeles, CA. LAUSD, 2015.
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1.3 CALI FORNI A EMNMVIARONQMEALI TY ACT

The environmental compliance process is governed by the @EQBe State CEQA GuidelifeSEQA

was enacted in 1970 by the California Legislature to disclose to-megisierand the public the significant
environmental effects ¢frojecs and to identify ways to avoid or reduce the environmental effects through
feasible alternatives or mitigation measures. Compliance with CEQA applies to California government agencies
at all levels: local, regional, and state agencies, boards, commissions, and special districts (such as school distric
and water districts).

LAUSD is the lead agency for this propoBesjectand is therefore required to conduct an environmental
review to analyze the potential environmental effects associated with the Projgased

California Public Resources C@ARC)Section 21080(a) stathat tanalysis of a projectis environmental

impact is required for any odiscretionary projects proposed to be carried out or approved by public agenciesé 6

In this case, LAUSD has determined that an initial study is required to determine whether ttaargais subs
evidence that construction and operation of the proposgatt would result in environmental impacts. An

initial study is a preliminary environmental analysis to determine whether an environmental impact report
(EIR), a mitigated negative detkama(MND), or a negative declaration (ND) is required for a project.

When an initial study identifies the potential for significant environmental impaats atiency must prepare an
EIR 8 however, if all impacse found to be lesisansignificabor can be mitigated to a Kisansignificant level,
the lead agency can preaid orMND that incorporates mitigation measures into the project.

1.4 ENM RONMENTAL PROCESS

A oprojectd means the whole of an action thathas a potential for resulting ither a direct physical change in
the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and that is any of
the following:

1) An activity directly undertaken by any public agency including but not limited to public vimr&saons
and related activities clearing or grading of land, improvements to existing public structures, enactment and
amendment of zoning ordinances, and the adoption and amendment of local General Plans or elements
thereof pursuant to Government CoddiSes 651065700.

2) An activity undertaken by a person which is supported in whole or in part through public agency contacts,
grants, subsidies, loans, or other forms of assistance from one or more public agencies.

3) An activity involving the issuance tos@e of a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement for
use by one or more public agencies. (California Code of Regulations [CCR] § 15378]a])

California Public Resmes Code, §21060se1970).

California Code of Regulatipmile 14 Division 6, Chapter §1500@t seq
California Code of Regulatipmile 14 Division 6, Chapter 815063.
California Code of Regulatiphile 14 Division 6, Chapte3, 815064.
California Code of Regulatipfile 14 Division 6, Chapter §15070.

© o N o O
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The proposed actions by LAUSD constitute a oprojectd because the activity would result in a direct physical

change in the environment and would be undertaken by a public agency. All dprojectsé in the State of California

are required to undergo an environmental review to determine the environmental impacts associated with
implementation of the project.

1.4.1 Initial Study

This Initial Studwasprepared in accordance with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, as amended, to
determine if the project could have a significant impact on the environment. The purposes of this Initial
Study, as described in the State CED#delines Section 15063, are to 1) provide the lead agency with
information to use as the basis for deciding whether to prepare an HIR 2rdhable the lead agency

to modify gproject mitigating adverse impacts before an EIR is prepared, therdimgehaBrojectto

gualify for a negative declaration; 3) assist the preparation of an EIR, if one is redadibthte)
environmental assessment early in the desigprofeat 5) provide documentation of the factual basis

for the finding in an NDhat aprojectwill not havea significant effect on the environment; 6) eliminate
unnecessary EIRs; and 7) determine whether a previously prepared EIR could be usedoyeth the
The findings in this Initial Study have determined tMitigated Negtive Declaration (MNDis the
appropriate level of environmental documentation foPtjgct

1.4.2 Mitigated Negative Declaration

The MND includes information necessary for agencies to meet statutory responsibilities related to the
proposedProject State rad local agencies will use MeD when considering any permit or other approvals
necessary to implement fject A preliminary list of the environmental topics that have been identified
for study in th&/IND is provided in the Initial Study ChetkChapter %

One of the primary objectives of CEQA is to enhance public participation in the planning process; public
involvement is an essential feature of CEQA. Community members are encouraged to participate in the
environmental review process, requestet notified, monitor newspapers for formal announcements, and
submit substantive comments at every possible opportunity afforded by the District. The environmental review
process for thiBrojectprovides several opportunities for the public to patédipaugh public notice and

public review of CEQA documents. A Notice of Intent (NOI) to adopt an MND will be published in both an
English and Spanish language newspaper; poste®@@j¢btsite and with the local and State repositories;

and direct mbgd and/or distributed to Parents/Guardians of students, tenants, and propenrty within a

0.25 mile radius. Copies of this IS/MND will be available at multiple repositories iKelndatyHS and

online at the Office of Environmental Health andtpafebsite at: http://achieve.lausd. @EQA. In
addition the District will host a CEQéommunitymeeting for th@roject Additionally, LAUSD will respond

to IS/MND public comments in the Final MND.
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1.4.3 Tiering

This type ofProjectis one of many that weneatyzed in theAUSD SUP Program EIRSUP Program EIR)

that was certified by the LAUSIDE on November 10, 2015LAUSDs SUPProgram EIR meets tloeiteria

for a Program EIR under CEQA Guidelines Section 15168 (a)(4) as one dprepared on a series of actions that can

be characterized as one ldPgajectand are relatedé [a]s individual activities carried out under the same

authorizing statutory or regulatory authority and having generally similar environmental effects which can be
mitigated in similar ways.0

The Program EIR enables LAUSD to streamline future environmental compliance and reduces the need for
repetitive environmental studieBhe Program EIR serves as the framework and baseline for CEQA analyses

of later projects through a process known as otiering.6 Under CEQA Guidelines Sections 15152(a) and 15385,

0Tieringd refers to using the analysis of general matters contained in a broader EIR (such as one prepared for

a program) with later EIRs and negative declarations on narrower projects; ingobyoraterence the

general discussions from the broader EIR; and concentrating the later EIR or negative declaration solely on the
issues specific to the later project.

The Program EIR is applicable topatijects implemented under B8P The ProgranklR provides the
framework for evaluating environmental impacts related to ongoing facility Bpmjeatieplanned by the
District13 Due to the extensive number of individeiajecs anticipated to occur under the SRiBjecs
were grouped into fouategories based on the amountgoel of construction proposéde four categories
of Projecs are as follows:

A Type 18 New Construction on New Property

A Type 23 New Construction on Existing Campus

A Type 35 Modernization, Repair, Replacement, Upgradepdrl, Renovation, and Installation
A Type 43 Operational and Other Campus Changes

The proposedProjectis categorized dype 20 New Construction on Existing Campus, wlhichudes
demolition and new building construction on existing campuses andatenrept of school buildings on

the same location, and Typé Blodernization, Repair, Replacement, Upgrade, Remodel, Renovation, and
Installation, which includes modernization and infrastructure upditaelesvaluation of environmental
impacts related tbype2 and Type drojects, and the appropriate project design features and mitigation
measures to incorporate, are provided in the Program EIR.

10 Program EIR for the School Upgrade Program. Report. 2015. http://achieve.lausd.net/ceqa.
11 Program EIR for the School Upgrade Program. Report. 2015. http://dah&eet/ceqa.

12 California Code of Regulations Title 14, § 3 Artittd 32(a).

13 |bid, at 48.

14 |bid, at 17.
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The proposeé@roject is considered a ssgecific project under the Program EIR; thereforéthis is tierel
from the SUP Program EIRhe Program EIR is available for review onlihg@i/achieve.lausd.net/ceqa
and at LAUSDIs Office of Environmental Health and Safety, 333 South Beaudry Avenue, 21st Floor, Los
Angeles, CA 90017.

1.4.4 ProjecPlan and Building [Des

TheProjectis subject to the California Department of Education (CDE) design and siting requirements, and

the school architectural designs are subject to review and approval by the California Division of the State
Architect (DSA). The proposé@dojet, along with all other SkiBlated project, is required to comply with

specific design standards and sustainable building practices. Certain standards assist in reducing environmenta
impacts, such as the California Green Building Code (CALGode#, LAUSD Standard Conditions of
Approval(SC) and the Collaborative for Higlerformance Schools (CHPS) critéria.

California Green Building Code.Part 11 ofthe California Building Standards Cdghe California

Green Building Standards Code, also knawheaCALGreen Cod&he CALGreen Codis astatewide

green building standards cadal is applicable to residential and-m@ndential buildings throughout
California, including schools. The CALGreen Code was developed to reducen@&di®ngrom
buildings; promote environmentally responsible;eftesttive, healthier places to live and work; reduce
energy and water consumption; and respond to the environmental directives of the Department of
Housing and Community Development.

Standard Conditions of Appoval for District Construction, Upgrade, and Improvement Projects

Standard Conditions of Approval for District Construction, Upgrade, and Improvement Regjects
adopted by th&OE on Februarys, 2019 (Board Report Number 248/19). SCsare environmdal
standards that are applied to District construction, upgrade, and improvement projects during the
environmental review process by the OEHS CEQA team to offset potential environmentalTingacts.
SCs were largely compiled from established LAUSD stanglaidelines, specifications, practices, plans,
policies, and programBor eachSG applicabilityis triggered by factors such as the projectapge

existing conditions. TheS€sare implemented during the planning, construction, and operatioeal phas

of the projects. Th&OE adopteda previous version of theCsas a supplement to the Program
Environmental Impact Report (Program EIR) for the School Upgrade Program, which was certified by
the BOE on November 10, 2015 (also Board Report No:15BB6). The most recently adopted SCs
(LAUSD 2018were updated in order to incorporate and reflect recent changes in the laws, regulations
and the Districtis standard policies, practices and specifications (e.g., the Design Guidelines and Design
Standards, whicare routinely updated and are referenced throughout the Standard Co¥ditions).

15 California Green Building Standards Code, Title 24, Part 11.

16 The Board of Educationis October 2003 Resolution on Sustainability and Design of High Performance Schools directs staff to
continue its efforts to ensure that every new school and moderfigzjgatin the District, from the beginning of the design
process, incorporate CHPS (Collaborative for High Performance Scho@dpdtfie extent possible.

17 LAUSD. 2018. Standard Conditions of Approval for District Construction, Upgrade, and Improvement Projects. Acce8%éd, May 8, 2
https://achieve.lausd.net/cms/lib/CA01000043/Centricity/Domain/135/2018_Standard_ConditionsTEPihal.pdf.
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Collaborative for High-Performance SchoolsThe proposedProjectwould include CHPS criteria points

under seven categories: Integration, Indoor Environmental Quality, BladegySite, Materials and Waste
Management, and Operations and Metrics. LAUSD is committed to sustainable construction principles and has
been a member of the CHPS since 2001. CHPS has established criteria for the development of high
performance schodig create a better educational experience for students and teachers by designing the best
facilities possible. CHRISsigned facilities are healthy, comfortable, energy efficient, material efficient, easy to
maintain and operate, commissioned, environilgersponsive site, a building that teaches, safe and secure,
community resource, stimulating architecture, and adaptable to chang{@HR2819% The proposed
Projectwould comply with CHPS and LAUSD sustainability guidelines. The design tddma resplonsible

for incorporating sustainability features for the prop@egdct including onsite treatment of stormwater

runoff, ocool roof 6 building materials, lighting that reduces light pollution, water and energy-efficient design,
waterwise landsaping, collection of recyclables, and sustainable and/or reoptéed building materials.

Project Design FeaturesProjectdesign features (PDFs) are environmental protection features that modify a
physical element of a sé@ecific project and arepicted in a site plan or documented in the project design

plans. PDFs may be incorporated into a project design or description to offset or avoid a potential
environmental impact and do not require more than adhering to a site plan or project desigitigatibn

measures, PDFs are not special actions that need to be specifically defined or analyzed for effectiveness in
reducing potential impacts.

Mitigation Measures. If, after incorporation and implementation of federal, state, and local regulations
CHPS prerequisite criteria; PDFs; @@d there are still significant environmental impacts, then feasible and
projectspecific mitigation measures are required to reduce impacts to less than significant levels. Mitigation
under CEQA Guidelines Sectitb370 includes:

A Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action.
A Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its implementation.
A Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or neste impacted environment.

A Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations during the
life of the action.

A Compensating for the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments.

Mitigation meagas must further reduce significant environmental impacts above and beyond compliance with
federal, state, and local laws and regulations; PDE&sand

18 Collaborative for High Performance Schools. 2016. National Core Criteria. Accessed, May 8, 2019. https://chps.net/criteria/
nationalcorecriteria0O.
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JOHN F. KENNEDY HIGEHOOUNITIALSTUDY
LOS ANGELES UNBED SCHOOL DISTRICT

1. Introduction

The specific CHPS prerequisite criteria and LASGHre identified in the tables under each CEQi&¥op
Federal, state, regional, and local laws, regulations, plans, and guidelines; CHPS criteri&@2Bfes; and
considered part of tiojectand are included in the environmental analysis.

1.5 | MPACT TERMI NOLOGY

The following terminology is used to dibscthe level of significance of impacts.

A A finding of no impactis appropriate if the analysis concludes that the project would not affect the
particular topic area in any way.

A An impact is consideress than significantif the analysis concludes titatvould cause no
substantial adverse change to the environment and requires no mitigation.

A An impact is considereldss than significant with mitigation incorporatedif the analysis
concludes that it would cause no substantial adverse change to thmemwvith the inclusion of
environmental commitments or other enforceable mitigation measures.

A An impact is considerguotentially significant if the analysis concludes that it could have a
substantial adverse effect on the environment. If any implecttiieid as potentially significant, an
EIR is required.

1.6 ORGANI ZATI ONINORF ISRHDB Y

The content and format of this report are designed to meet the requirements ainGEH@AState CEQA
GuidelinesThe conclusions in thisitialSudy are that thpropose®roject would have no significant impacts
with the incorporation of mitigatiofhis report contains the following sections:

Chapterl, /ntroduction identifies the purpose and scope ofMIND and supporting Initial Study and the
terminology usk

Chapter 2, Environmental Settingdescribes the existing conditions, surrounding land uses, general plan
designations, and existing zoning at the proposjedt site and surrounding area.

Chapter 3, Project Descriptionidentifies the locatioprovideghe background, and describesgbepe of
the proposedroject in detail.

Chapter 4, Environmental Checklistand Analysispresents th€AUSD CEQA checklistan analysis of
environmental impacts, and the impact significance finding for each resoundedaegiction identifies the

CHPS criteria, PDFs, Standard Conditions of Approval, and mitigation measures, as applicable. Bibliographical
references and individuals cited for information sources and technical data are footnoted throughout this
CEQA Initial Study; therefore a steaddne bibliography section is not required.

19 CHPS criteria are summarized. The full requirement can be fbtipd/atvw.chps.nedev/Drupal/California.
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1. Introduction

Chapter5, List of Preparerddentifies the individuals who preparedMND and supporting Initial Study
and technical studies and their areas of technical specialty.

Appendiceshavedata supporting the analysis or contents of this CEQA Initial Study.

Historic Resource Evaluation Reorti DPR Form

Air Quality Greenhouse Gas Emissipasd Energiodeling Data
TreelnventoryReport

Cultural Resourc@satabaseearches

Geotkechnical Report

Mmoo w >

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment, Preliminary Environmental Assessment, and Electromagnetic
Field Survey

®

Noise Modeling Data

T

Site Circulation Report
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2. Environmental Setting

21 PROJELCDCATI ON

As showrin Figure 1, Regional Locati&®nnedy HS isne of sixty comprehensive high schools in the Los
AngeledUnified School District (LAUSDgcated 23 miles northwest of downtown Los Angeles in the San
Fernando Valley.he approximately7.4acre school site is located 5254 Gothic Averm(Assessor Parcel
Numbers [APNs?2681010911,-910,-909 in theneighborhood ofGranada Hillen the City ofLos Angeles

in Los Angeles Coun#s shown irFigure2, ProjectLocation, he Kennedy HEampuss generally bound

by Simonds Street to the thopiWoodley Avenue to the east, Gothic Avenue and a portion of Index Street to
the west, and Donmetz Street to the south.

Regional access to the site is ftwariVoodley Avendeseway ex{Exit 41) off State Rout#18(SR118 and

from the San FaandoMission Boulevarileeway ex{Exit 718 from Interstate&l05(1-405. Public access to

the Main Officeof Kenney HSs fromGothic Avenue from either San Fernando Mission Boulevard to the
south or from Rinaldi Street to the north.

Public transit to the Bject site is provided via Metro Local Route 237, which has two bus stops: the
northbound Metro 237 on the northeast corner of Index Street and the southbound Metro 237 on the
southwest corner of Index Street. The Metro Local Route 237 operates severelaphd runs between
Granada Hills and Hollywood via Woodley Avenue.

Additionally, he Metro Orange LinéBus Rapid Transit)oodley Statiors locatecht the intersection of
Woodley Avenue andd¥ory Boulevard approximatelyrsides south of thBrgectsite.

22 SURROUNDI NG L&ND USE

As shown in Figur8, Surrounding Land UsebgetProjectsite is generally surrounded by sifizghély
residential homes and is approximately 720 feem(ie)lsortheast of the SR8 at its closest point.

Directly norh of theProjectsite is Simonds Strefdllowed bya 220foot-wide Los Angeles Department

of Water and PowdL ADWP) highvoltageelectricatransmission line easemfaitowed by singteamily
homes along Kalisher Street approximately 275 feet to rtheohahe site A wholesaldandscaping
company is located within a portion of the easembith continues within the easement until reaching the
LADWP Rinaldi Receiving Station (RS) approximatelynle8&ortheast of therojectsite. The Granada
Hills Little League fields and the Van Norman Lakes Reservoir are also located approximaitely 0.25
northeast of th®rojectsite.

Directly east of the Project site is Woodley Avenue, followedghafasmily residential homéscated
approximatel00 fet east of the property boundary.
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Directly south of the Project site is a commercial/strip mall shopping center, surface parking lot, and baseball
batting cages. Additionally, siffglaily homes are located adjacent to surface parking near the tesnis cour
that are located on the southwestern corner of the Projethsitdosesesidence adjacent to the Project

sitefs property line (approximately 60 feet from the tennis courts) on Valjean Avenue.

Singlefamily residential homes are located dikeesiof thd’rojectsite across Gothic Avenue, approximately
60 feet east of the property boundary.

As shown in Figure 3, Bull Creek, a cortiretd drainage that is tributary to the Los Angeles River, flows
from two pointsnorth to south beneath thediect siteOne portion of Bull Creek enters thampudrom

along Odessa Avenue. From hBrdl, Creek transitions into subterranean pipetimasdiately north of the
Projet sitenear the intersection of Simonds Street, Gothic Avenue, and Indexeftang subterranean
beneath the Project site, and then daylights at the southern property boundary near Valjddre Atleaue.
portion of Bull Creek enters tampudrom east of Swinton Avenue and west of Woodley Avenue. No
buildings can be built evthis portion.

23 CAMPUIBI STORY

Similar to much of the San Fernando VatkeyKennedy HS propenyashistoricallyused for agricultural
purposes through much of the eaaityd midtwentieth century. Between 1952 and 1964, the rapid growth
Los Angels in the postwar period extendatb the San Fernando Valley, aagricultural lands were
transformednto residential suburlds. 1966, in response pompulation growth anolvercrowding of nearby
schoolsvoters approved funding for the constructiomefiahigh school in the &rada Hills neighborhgod

and preliminary plans were commisgidny the architectural firm of Stewart S. Granger & Associates. The
school was originally planned to include 78 classrooms with a capacity of 2,50@\phetatiis\).

TheProjectsite was cleared and graded by, 1196®eparation for construction of the new schidw original
Campus buildings featured a unique-GdturyModern/New Formalist architectural style with central
courtyards, hardscaping and gatpeaieas, and sheltered corridors and circulation cokidoredyHS
opened its doors in 1971 as part of the LAUgIpendix A.

The original site plan and majority of the original buildings have remained largely unaltered since this time,
except for thdollowing changes. Following the 1994 Northridge Earthquake, the original Administration
Building and Gymnasium Building experienced substantial damage. The Administration Building was
demolished that same year and replac@02with the current buildg. The original gymnasium was
demolished in 2002 and replaced the following yéer diyrrent Gymnasium Buildidne site of the original
Gymnasium was developed into a softball field after the buildingis demolition. Additionally, tennis courts were

constructed to the south of the Science Building, which replaced a former surface gRikicanl@018)

In 2018, a Historical Resources Evaluation Report (see Appeddirrmined that Kennedy HS appears
eligible for both the California Register o$tétiical Resources and for local designation as a historic
district due to itembodiment of the Mi€entury Modern/New Formalist architectural style as applied
to an institutional/educational faciliyherefore, the building is considered a histogsalrce for the

purposes of CEQA.
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24 EXI STI O8DLCTI ONS
241 Exi sting

Kennedy HS serves students grades 9th through 12th within the fraofesamak learning communities.
Historic earoliment at Kennedy HS shown in Table 1 beloMthough most studentgse residents dfe
Granada HillEommunity magnet studen&ge bused in from various parts of Los Angeles to participate in
the ArchitectureDigital Arts & Film Making magnet prograannedy HS is also home to the Jane Addams
Continuation High Schoahd the Kennedy Clinic & Family Resource C&nter

Campus

Table 1
Enroliment at Kennedy HS, 20059

Grade 201552016 201602017 20172018 201852019
School Year School Year School Year School Year

9 573 614 622 733

10 560 543 607 608

11 481 494 507 545

12 485 482 478 463

Total Enrollment 2,099 2,133 2,214 2,349

SourceCalifornia Department of Education 2819

There are approximately 135 teaching staff at Kennedy HS, and the regular school day runs from 7:56 a.m. to
2:49 p.n#2 Districtoperated bs service is available to special education students and students enrolled in the
magnet program.

As shownin Figure4, Existing Conditionshe Projectsite includes a total @B buildings,including18
permanent buildings constructed in 1971, threeapent buildings added to tbampudetween 2000 and
2003, and®2portable, nospermanent structures thetreaddedoetween 1988nd2003

Organized around a prominent central courtyardCahgusconsistof one and twestory square and
rectangulabuildings The southern and eastern portions of Rhejectsite are primarily composed of
recreational faciliti@sthe form of sports fields, t@s courtsarunningtrack,andthe Gymnasium. Permanent
Campus buildingare connected to one another viewalks and corerl breezewaydgpendix A. The
Kennedy HEampusBuildingsare listedn Table2 andtheir general locations &tentifiedFigures.

20 John F. Kennedy High School (website). 2019. Kennedy's Architecture/Digital Design/Filmmaking Magnet. Accessed, June 25,
2019 https://lwww.jfkcougars.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_1D=151953&type=d&pREC_ID=524011

21 California Deprtment of Education. 20I®nroliment MultiYear Summary by Gragldohn F. Kennedy High Report.
Accessed, May 9, 20tfps://dg.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/dgcensus/EnrGrdYears.aspx?cds=19647331939941&agglevel=
school&year=20189

22 John F. Kennedy High Sait02018. 20189 Bell Schedule. Accessed, June 25, 2019.
https://4.files.edl.io/6b58/08/27/18/212453a2d5e6315040f48330b7a7836467ca.pdf

November 2019 Pagell



JOHN F. KENNEDY HIGKKHOOL INITIAL STYD
LOS ANGELES UNIFIBRHOOL DISTRICT

2. Environmental Setting

Table2
Existing Buildings and Structures
Bldg. Building Size (Square Yegr Building HisForic
No. Feet) Built Type Contributor?
Permanent Buildings

1 Li brBauriy di ng 10,911 1971 Per man Yes
2 ScieBeiel di ng 53,893 1971 Per man Yes
3 2-St ory ClBuwislrdiom 40,800 1971Per man Yes
4 Student Store 1, 356 1971 Per man Yes
5 Caf etBalrid ian g 11,438 1971 Per man Yes
6 Oral BAant ding 15,349 1971 Per man Yes
7 Adul t _Sch(o$>pec0ifei 2,035 1971Perman Yes

Education)
8 ClassBaoimdi ng #2 2544 1971 Per man Yes
9 MusBugil di ng 37614 1971 Per man Yes
10| Tr ans f/ovramd rt 2,657 1971 Per man N o
11 |Boi Beir I/dManugl t 4,090 1971 Per man N o
12 |ClassBaomdi ng # 3 2,559 1971 Per man N o
13 |(ShoBuilding 24,654 1971 Per man N o
14 |UtiBuitlydi ng 2,171 1971 Per man N o
15|Fl ammabl e Storadg 234 197 1 Per neannt N o
16 |[Sani Barkding #1 1,201 1971 Per man N o
17 |AnnounBuwirlgdB onogt h 6 8 1971 Per man N o
18 |Sani Barlkding #2 1,183 1971 Per man N o
19 |GymnasBwim di ng 42,292 2003 Per man N o
20 |Exi sCliamgsBaomdi n 8,794 2000 Per neannt N o
51 Admin?str(‘altaisosnroa 45, 401 2002Perman N o

Buil ding
22 |Lunch Pavilion 10, 947 - Per man N o
23 |(Concessions 192 - Per man N o

Portable Buildings

24 |F87STandard Clas 869 1986 Portab No
25 |p878tandarsd o®im s 869 1986 Portab No
26 A8 78tandard Clag  gg4 1986 Portab No

Rel ocatabl e
27 |8 78tandard Clas 867 1986 Portab No
2g |p888tandard Clas 869 1986 Portab No
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Table2
Existing Buildings and Structures
Bldg. Buildin Size (Square Year Building Historic
No. 9 Feet) Built Type Contributor?

A-88%t andard CI as
29 Rd ocatabl e 867 2000 Portahb N o

30 |A2079 andard Cl a 960 1994 Portab N o
Rel ocat abl e

A207Slt andard CIl a

Sl Relocatabl e 961 1994 Portab No
A2202t andard CIl a

32 |Relocatabl e 960 2003 Portab N o

33 A-2203t andard CIl a 960 2003 Port ab No
Rel tabl e

34 A22 7St andard Cl a 962 2003 Portab No
Rel ocatabl e

35 A-4138t andard CIl a 1920 2003 Port ab No

Rel ocatabl e

36 A-4139 Standard ( 1920 2003 Portab N o
Rel ocatabl e

A4140t andard Cl a
37 Rel obhe a 1920 2003 Portahb N o

AA414Slt andar d Cl g

38 Rel ocat abl e

1923 2003 Portahb N o

39 AA4 1432t andard CIl 4 1923 2003 Portab N o
Rel ocat abl e

AA3 910t andar d Cl 4

40 ) 1921 2000 Portab N o
Rel ocatabl e
41 |Single Modul ar 960 2003 Por eab N o
42 [Sanitary Buil din 480 2003 Portab N o
43 |Storage Room 375 1980 Portab N o
Source: Rincon 2018; LAUSD 2011
242 Exi sting Site Access, Circulation

Site Accessand Circulation

As shown in Figurg, Site Access, Circulation, and Rgrkine Project site is gaadly bound by Simonds

Street to the north, Woodley Avenue to the east, Gothic Avenue to the west, and Donmetz Street to the south.
Gothic Avenue is a hodikouth running, twavay street with one lane in each direction that tiedProject

sitels western perimeterWoodley Avenue is a large néstbuth running roadwam the Project sitefs eastern
perimeterclassified as an Avenue Il by the City of Los Angeles, with two lanes in each direction, with al0
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foot-widecenter lefturn lane dividing the opposing laiésodley Avenue includes dedicated Class Il bike lanes
in each direction and provides pedestrian access to the Project side via the public sidewalk system.

The Kennedy HS entrance gate fronts Gothic Avenue and sepviesasly access for students via a 8outh
north running passenger loading/school difbzone.Vehicles access Gothic Avenue on northbound from
south of Donmetz Street, and southbound from Simonds $treébadingdrop-off zone is located on the
east gle of Gothic Avenudarking is prohibited on the west side of the curb; nonetheless, loadiafi/drop
occurs on the west side curb. This decreases the width of travel lanes on Gothic Avenue.

Vehicles on westbound and eastbound of Simonds Street mramljran Woodley Avenue and Gothic
Avenue, respectively. Although prohibited, the neida and soutlside of Simmonds are used for
loadingdrop-off. This creates queues on Simonds Street in both travel dir€htoass a loading/unloading
zone for skool buses on Simonds Street for approximately 950 feet west of Woodley Avenue

Fire department and emergency vehicle access to the Project site is also provided on Gothic Avenue and
Simonds Street via separate fire lanes that lead to a surface parkitfteloorthwestern corner of the

Project site. Limited access to the associated Jane Addams Continuation High School is provided via Donmetz
Street, a short, paved local street that joins Valjean Avenue to Gothic Avenue.

Currently, there are high pedastvolumes from parking lot gates across the parking lot driveways, which
creates conflicts between pedestrians and vehicles in the parking lot and ditnee/dagsalso a high
pedestrian at the intersection of Gothic Avenue/Index Street and GahieAYonmetz Street.

Parking

Kennedy HS has six @ite parking lotscludingtwo main staff and faculty lotgjo main student parking

lots, and two staff and faculty parking lots shared with the Jane Addams Continuation Higth&zhool.
parking spas combined provide a total of approximately 250 parking spaces (marked and unmarked),
including 11 accessible parking spaces and thaexeasible parking spagasshown on Figure fhe two

main staff and faculty lots and one student parkingldatied on the north side of Campus, and the two
shared staff and faculty lots and one student parking lot is located on the south side of Campus.

The mainfaculty lots are located on the northwestern corner of Campus and in the northcentral part of
Camps adjacent to the baseball fiklidhited access to the staff and faculty lopsagided via a gated

driveway on Simond&treet immediately west of the baseball Tibkl staff and faculty Itacated in the
northwestern cornerontains 116 marked spadacluding 4 accessible parking spaces anehéceasible

parking space. The staff and faculty lot adjacent to the baseball field contains 3 marked spaces, including 3
accessible parking spaces amanlaccessible spathe main student parkimgt located at theantheast

corner of the @mpuss accessible through a gated service road at the intersection of Woodley Avenue and
Index Street. This lot contains 39 marked spacksling 2 accessible parkspgces, angproximately 50

bicycle racks emprovided.

The two shared staff and faculty parking lots are located at the south si@amiptiee north and east of
the Jane Addams High School. The parking lot on the north side of Jane Addams High School contains 11
marked spaces and the parkingiothe eastside contains 12 marked spaclesling 2 accessible parking

: !_ﬂ'__ :
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spaces and 1 vakcessible spadde staff and faculty parking lot immediately west off the football/soccer
field contains 15 marked spatbgstudent parking lot on the souitiesof the school adjacent to the tennis
courts is unmarked, tire markings have faded but could accommodate an estimated 45 vehicte® These
shared staff and faculty lots and studestlobeaccessed through a gated entrance on Donmetz Street, 150
feet east of Gotchic Avenue.

25 GENERAL PLANSANDGEZXONI NG

As shownin Figure6a General Plan Land Use Designatiang, Figuretb, Zoning Designationghe
proposedProjectsite APNs2681013911,-910,-909 has a General Plan Land Use Designatfaiablic
Facilitieé andis zoned as PE. The 0PF6 zone allows for construction/alteration/enlargement of structures

onsite for secondary schodlke land use element of the General Plan is comprised of 35 community plans
whichguide the future develment of the City of Los Angel@$e Projectsite is within the Granada Hills
Knollwood Community Plan Area.

The surrounding singlamily neighborhoods are zoned low density residentisl); B8 Creek is zoned
open space (GBH; the LADWP easementaned public facilities (FF;and the commercial property to the
southof the Projectsiteis zoned CLVL, where 016 is the Height District No. 1 and 0VLG is Very Limited
Height District

The California legislature gsasthool districts the power &xempt school property from local zoning
requirements, provided the school district complies with the terms of Government Code Section 53094.
Pursuant to this code, 2019, the LAUSD Board of Education adopted a resolution to exempt all LAUSD
school #ges from local land use regulatighs.

26 NECESSARY APPROVALS

Responsible Agencies

A 0Responsible Agencyd is defined as a public agency other than the lead agency that has discretionary approval
power over aProject (CEQA Guidelines 815381). The Responsible ciggerand their corresponding
approvals, for individuRrojecs to be implemented as part of the SUP may include the following:

A California Department of General Services, Division of State Architect. Apprit@suecific
construction thwings.

A StateWater Resources Control BoaBeneral Construcin Activity Permit, including titorm
Water Pollution Prevention Plan.

A City of Los Angele®ublic Works Department. Permit for curb, gutter, and other offsite improvements

A City of Los AngeleBire Depament. Approval of plans for emergency access and emergency evacuation

23 LAUSD. Board of Education Report. Report. 18/19 ed. Vol. 256. Los Angeles, CA: LAUSD, 2019.
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Trustee Agencies

0Trustee Agenciesd include those agencies that do not have discretionary powers, but that may review the
IS/IMND for adequacy and accuracy. Potential Reviewing Afmmicidividual projects to be implemented
under the SUP may include the following:

State

A california Office of Historic Preservation A california Depament of Fish & Wildlife
A cCalifornia Department of Transportation A Native American Heritage Commission
A california Resources Agency A State Lands Commission

A cCalifornia Department of Conservation A california Highway Patrol

Regional

A Metropolitan Transportation Agency

A South Coast Air Quality Management District

A Southern California Association of Governments

Local

A City of Los Angeles Department of Planning A City of Los Angeles Department of

A City of Los Angeles Police Department Recreation and Parks

A City of Los Angeles Department of Water A City of Los Angeles Department of
and Power Environmental Affairs

Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with theProject area
requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21089.3.1

Yes. See Section XIX, Tribal Cultural Resources for more information.

Note: Conducting consatton early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agerigigcand
proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse impacts to tribal
cultural resources, and reduce the potential for ddlegr#lict in the environmental review process (see PRC
Section 21083.3.2). Information may also be available from the California Native American Heritage
Commissionis Sacred Lands File per PRC Section 5097.94 and the California Historical Resources Information

System administered by the California Office of Historic Preservation. Please also note that PRC Section
21082.3(c) contains provisions specific to confidentiality.
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3. Project Description

31 BACKGROUND

Purpose and Need for the ProjectThe proposed Pjext has been developed under the LAUSDis SUP to

improve student health, safety and education through the modernization of schooKiawuiikigg HSvas

identified as one of 22 schools in the District most in need of an upgrade due to the phifsioabicthred

facilities. Based on an assessment of the following conditions, the 22 proposed school sites were identified as
having a multitude of critical physical conditions that may pose a health and safety risk or negatively impact a
schoolis ability to deliver the instructional program and/or opérate:

A The physical condition of a schoolis buildings and grounds/outdoor areas identified by the 10-year
Facilities Condition Index (FCI), a comparative indicator of the relative condition of a schoolfs facilities
in relation to the current replacement value. Where applicable, the FCI score is adjusted to reflect
projects undeway and the improved conditions thatldbe provided.

A The seismic risk factor identified using the Federal Emergency Managenugiat (RERIAS)
HazusMH model for determining the probability of failure based on the predicted earthquake
magnitude generated by specific faults, year of construction, type of construction, number of stories,
and code and construction quality at the tie®mstruction.

A Size of food service facility, mpliirpose room/auditorium, and library determined by an assessment
of the difference between the size of the core facility and the design standard for a new facility.

A Size of play space determined by sessamnt of the difference between the size of a schoolis play
area and the size recommended under the Rodriguez Consent Decree.

A Percentage of classrooms in portable buildings calculated based on the number of classrooms in
portable buildings versus thenter of classrooms in permanent buildings.

A Adequacy of controlled public access point based on an assessment of whether a campus has a secured
single point of entry, an intercom/camera system that controls visitor access to the school site, or neither.

A Sie density determined by an analysis of the amount of square footage per student at a school site.

Goals.Projects developed under LAUSDIs 2015 SUP, which includes Comprehensive Modernization Projects,
are intended to provide facilities that improve stingatth, safety, and educational quality. More specifically,
the BOE approved SUP goals and principlessaiaiows:

A Schools Should Be Physically Safe and Secure

24 L AUSD. Decembel3, 2016. Board Report No. 2A@317.
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A School Building Systems Should Be Sound and Efficient

A School Facilities Should Align witbtfactional Requirements and Vision

Furthermore, six core objectiymiciples have been established fecoping of Comprehensive
Modernization Projects undertaken under the2SUP:

1) The buildingsdentified to be seismically vulneratlst be addressed.

2) The buildings will be retrofitted, modernized, and/or demolished and replaced depending on the level of
effort required to address the seismic vulnerabilities, the historic context of the building/site, and the
approach that best ensures compliance withr@fhdrements.

3) The buildings, groundmnd site infrastructutieat have significant/severe physical conditions that already
do, or are highly likely in the near futorpose a health and safety, iskegatively impact a schoolis
ability to deliver #ninstructional program and/or operstieuldbe addressed.

4) The broken or failing systems, infrastructure, and/or components in these buildings will be repaired and/or
replaced. The comprehensive modernization project will not significantly modernjzdatnthe
building as a whole, nor the project demolish and replace with a new building with a few exceptions. The
exceptions to this principle are ancillary building such as, but not limited to, lunch shelters, storage units,
M&O buildings, and outdateddiinaccessible federal buildings.

5) The District schoolis reliance on relocatable buildings, especially for K312 instruction, should be
significantly reduced.

6) Necessary and prioritized upgrades must be made throughout the school site in order tchcibhraply wit
program accessibility requirements of the ADA Title || Regulations, and the provisions of the Modified
Consent Decree (MCD).

7) The exterior conditions of the school sitk be addressed to improve the visual appearance including
landscape, hardscaped painting.

8) The interior of classro@rand adjacent interior corridtrat would otherwise not be addresgi#iche
improvedlmprovements may include new interior paint, improvements to flooring systems, and upgraded
permanent classroom fixtures saghvindow treatment/blinds and whiteboards.

As these goals and objectives are appltbd kennedy HSCampusaind community, the following Project
specific objectives have been developed:

1) Ensure thathe buildings that have been identified as requeisrgis upgrades are addressed
2) Improve the overall functionality and utility of the campus.

3) Provide a primary point of entry to the site that is secure and welcoming to students, staff, community
membersand visitors.

25 |bid.
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4) Addressompliance with Executive d@r 12898address Environmental Justice in minority populations
and lowincome populations.

5) Reducehe reliance on portable classrooms.
6) Maximize the use of limited bond funds to provide modern, permanent classroom facilities.

7) Reconstruct and modernkennedy H$o provide an educational facility for students in the 21st century
and beyond.

8) Replace buildings and infrastructure that have reached the end of their useful lives.

9) Reduce amount of stormwater runoff drainage and improve quality of rummffelbging pervious
surfaces on campus.

10) Improve campus access and circulation especially for emergency vehicles and personnel.

11) Provide upgrades throughout the school site in order to comply with the program accessibility requirements
of the ADA Title Il Rgulations, and the provisions of the M€a@nsistent with the Distriselevaluation
and Transition Plan Under the Americans with Digabilities Act

12) Decrease campus energy use by upgrading or replacing facilities and incorporating standards developed by
the CHPS.

32 PROPOSEROJECT

The proposed Project would substantially modernize mostkérthedyHS CampusAs shown in Figure

7, Proposed Site Pland summarized in Table 3, Project Detaélproposed Project consists of rtéfraoval

of portable clasoom buildings;onstruction of new school facilitisedimprovements to existing school
facilitiesRenderings of the new classroom are shown in Figures 8a thratghR8dject scope also includes
the placement of interim facilities, as necessdusubject to all relevant codes and regulations, to replace
facilities and associated functions lost during construction.

The propose@rojectwould notincrease the current capacity ofGampus. The€roject would be completed
under LAUSDi#s SUP. As suclthe goals of thBroject are consistent with the SUPEs goal to build, modernize,
and repair school facilities to improve student health, safety, and educatianal quality

When completed, the proposed Project would prdd@istandarctclassrooms, which @sreduction of3
classrooms from the current count Xf3 standaratlassroomsChanges to the Campus buildirgs
summarized inable3, Proje®etails

26 LAUSD, withthe guidance of Irene Bowen, ADA One, LLG and Evan Terry Associates, LLC. Ocotber 10,-20alliaBelf
and Transition Plan Under the Americans with Disabilities Act. Available at:
https://achieve.lausd.net/cms/lib/CA01000043/Centricity/Domain/821/AAA%20Self
Evaluation%20and%20Transition%20Plan%20Under%20the%20ADA%20APPROVED%20101017.pdf
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https://www.riversideca.gov/historic/pdf/Modernism.pdf
http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1054/files/sfmod.pdf
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